Abstract
This paper draws on and extends recent conceptual work on ‘attachment’. I do so to call for an energy geography that attends to people’s affective relations with high carbon promissory objects. My argument emerges from an empirical study of pro-coal sentiment in Whitehaven, an English town at the centre of global political controversy because of a plan to open a coal mine in the area. Showing that pro-mine persuasions in the area are underpinned by a process of ‘re-attaching’ to coal, I argue that the case of the Whitehaven mine is a warning about how fossil fuels can re-emerge as promissory objects even when a transition away from fossil fuels has been completed. Drawing implications for wider geographical studies about emotions and affects in energy transitions, I conclude by calling for further research on the way attachments to high and low-carbon objects are (re/de) composed, an urgent task given the need for rapid societal decarbonisation – one which has received very little attention to date.
1. Introduction
This paper examines pro-coal politics in Whitehaven. A remote northern English town, Whitehaven is a place which is not accustomed to being at the centre of political controversy. But in 2017, when it was revealed that an Australian company planned to open a coal mine in the area, this changed rapidly (Kalshoven 2022b). To the consternation of local elected representatives who backed plans for the mine and wanted to see it open without delay, national political actors intervened, pointing out that a decision over the mine’s future was not a local matter but one of national import. Moreover, they argued that plans for the mine should be rejected, for giving it approval risked damaging the UK’s international reputation as a climate leader (Willis, 2024). This put in motion a prolonged political and legal battle over whether the mine should be granted approval, culminating in the UK Government giving it the green light in December 2022.
The political dynamics surrounding the Whitehaven mine and why it was eventually given approval (despite the climatic consequences of doing so) warrant attention (Willis, 2024). However, in this paper my focus is not on Whitehaven per se. Rather, I attend to pro-coal sentiment in the town to ask what challenges the emergence of pro-coal politics in Whitehaven might portend for attempts to build a world without fossil fuel dependency. Drawing on recent geographical theory about ‘attachment’ (Anderson, 2022), I make the case that the question of the Whitehaven mine illustrates the need to attend to the (de/re) composition of attachments to high carbon objects in energy geography, an issue which has received little conceptual and empirical focus to date.
To begin to understand my argument, we must consider Whitehaven’s history. Like other post-industrial areas in the UK, mining activity in Whitehaven came to an end in the 1980s. But in contrast to other parts of the country, the end of pit activity in Whitehaven did not lead to widespread social deprivation. Mine closures dovetailed the arrival of a new major employer to the area, the nuclear industry (Davies, 2012). The industry came to pay a generous wage to the many thousands of people it now employs, making the area unusually wealthy given its location in the north of England (Oxford Economics, 2017). The significance of the transition from coal to nuclear for locals crystallised for me whilst I was walking along Whitehaven harbour with one of my informants whilst conducting fieldwork in the area. Sheila is a young project manager who until recently had worked for the nuclear industry. We were discussing the legacy of UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher for ex-coal communities in the UK.
“I remember as a child, and my grandma still says it now, don't mention that name in our house...See, I think it was probably the large-scale impact [her actions were] having. But it's a hard one because even though we've got really deep mining roots, they do seem quite different to the likes of County Durham [another ex-mining community]. We seem to kind of – not be forgetting about it, but slightly moving on”.
Coal: ‘Not forgetting about it, but slightly moving on’. But the reason Sheila and I had met was to discuss support for the controversial new mine, a plan which ostensibly aroused passionate pro-coal sentiment among many locals. If residents had ‘moved on’ from mining, why were many of them supportive of plans for the new mine? 
This tension animates the pages that follow. I structure my paper in five parts. First, I begin by outlining recent conceptual work on attachment (section 2) before briefly describing my case study and research methods (section 3). I then examine how re-attaching to coal occurs in Whitehaven (section 4) and draw attention to my paper’s broader implications for energy geographers and other social scientists (sections 5 and 6).
2. Coal attachments
Coal as emotion and affect
Support for new coal extraction is often high in communities with intimate experiences of mining (Della Bosca and Gillespie, 2018; Herrero and Lemkow, 2015; Svobodova et al., 2021). In a study of a rural Australian community, Hannah Della Bosca and Josephine Gillespie (2018) document how plans to expand an existing coal mine is supported by residents for the way coal is folded into the town’s sense of self-identity. The value of coal is “more-than-economic” (2018: 738), they write, and is integral to “the emotionality of people-place connection” (2018: 738). A similar study is Amaranta Herrero and Louis Lemkow’s (2015) analysis of resistance to mine closures in Spain. Herrero and Lemkow reveal a gendered dynamic, one where the “figure of the miner as a working class, hypermasculine ‘tough guy’” (2015: 230) informs desires to keep coal mines open.
Ethnographers of post-mining UK communities have undertaken comparable studies (Bright, 2012; Rohse et al., 2020; Walker, 2020; Walkerdine, 2010). In these examples, the concept of ‘affect’ is often preferred over ‘emotion’ for the way it attends to moods which circulate and linger in social spaces, creating pre-cognitive dispositions and shared feelings among social groups (Rohse, Day and Llewellyn 2020). Studies like Geoffrey Bright’s (2012) show that even though mining is no longer operational in his location of study (rural Derbyshire), coal retains affective value for the way it continues to shape people’s sense of self, place, and classed identities. Coal exists as ‘afterlife’ and has a strange present-absent dynamic – it shapes people’s dispositions whilst the source of these affects (extractive activity) no longer exists. Coal affects are described as haunting the communities they circulate among; they are “ghosts” (2012: 319) which linger from a lost past.
Coal as promissory object
I would like to suggest reading these studies by drawing on Ben Anderson’s (2022) recent work on ‘attachment’. Inspired by cultural theorist Lauren Berlant, Anderson is interested in certain types of subject-object relations, namely those where specific objects “come to feel necessary to a way of life” (2022: 1). As opposed to other types of relations (i.e., connections, associations), attachments are defined by the way the thing that the subject becomes bound to is felt as “a promissory object” (2022: 1), one “that…opens a valued future – whether of continuity from the present, or return to a lost past, or of something better” (2022: 9). As Anderson explains, people can and do become attached to a myriad of things: to “Gods, Brexit, lost hopes, how another person laughs…land, whiteness, nation, a phrase” (2022: 2). Moreover, attachments are not necessarily straightforwardly positive but can “simultaneously sustain and harm” (2022: 3). In other words, people bind themselves to objects which wound them, even whilst these same objects simultaneously provide affective grounding to move through disorienting worlds (Berlant, 2011).
Reading the above case studies through this lens, coal is foregrounded as a promissory object. Herrero and Lemkow’s (2015) miners rise to defend the mines when the government threatens to close them because of the affective ties coal provides for constructions of masculinity. Geoffrey Bright’s (2012) communities are attached to coal because it harks back to a time when the mines organised a way of life around them. Indeed, it is worth underscoring the temporal rhythms of these attachments. In Herrero and Lemkow’s (2015) case study, when the object in question is threatened, attachments to it expand and intensify, igniting impassioned feelings which translate into confrontational forms of political action. In Bright’s ethnography (2012), coal attachments are of a different nature: They are more subdued and appear to be gradually diminishing over time. Further, just as attachments can wane over time, such that processes of detaching unfold, processes of re-attaching can occur when an object which appeared to no longer be important re-appears as something which once more signals a valued future. Understood in this light, attachments scramble otherwise comforting notions of linear time, moving in sometimes unpredictable, erratic ways. As I will show in sections 5 and 6 and in relation to my case study, this helps remind energy geographers of the non-linear nature of net zero energy transitions.
A comparable analysis which uses the lens of ‘attachment’ might be carried out for Della Bosca and Gillespie’s (2018) aforementioned study. In fact, Della Bosca and Gillespie (2018) use ‘place attachment’ in their analysis, a concept which emerges from social psychology and refers “to the ecological, built, social, and symbolic (Hummon, 1992, p.253) bond between individuals and the place they live” (2018: 736). However, this is different to Anderson’s (2022) ontological use of the term. I suggest that inserting Anderson’s specific use of ‘attachment’ into energy geography helps us move beyond a focus on place per se towards, foregrounding the way promissory objects can operate in ways that move across multiple spatial sites and scales, including individual bodies; in people’s homes; and in mobile sites that travel across spaces (see section 6). With this appreciation in mind, I now detail my case study.
3. Case study and research method
Located on the west of Cumbria, the town of Whitehaven is home to a population of 23,000 residents (City Population, 2023). From the seventeenth to the twentieth century, fossil fuel industries including coal mining shaped the contours of local economic activity (Chapman, 1993; Davies, 2012; Whitehaven Town Council, 2023). Further, coal pits and other industry shaped gendered and classed relations, and moulded people’s sense of identity. In the twentieth century, coal-based industry steadily declined, with the last of the mines closing in 1986 (Whitehaven Town Council, 2023). 
As mentioned, Whitehaven is unusual for a UK post-industrial area in that it bucked an otherwise widespread trend in other parts of the UK where coal mining ended. The arrival of the nuclear industry in west Cumbria in the 1950s and its growth over the following decades meant that many workers who lost work in the coal industry were able to transition to work in nuclear (Davies, 2012). By the turn of the twenty-first century, almost all industry other than nuclear had disappeared. The nuclear operator is now called Sellafield and employs more than 10,000 people (Oxford Economics, 2017). Sellafield provides a handsome wage to many. But it is the only major employer with well-paid, secure jobs in the area. Some argue that there is a sense of ‘dependency’ on nuclear in the area (Wynne and Waterton, 2007)
Whilst in the field, I was animated by a desire to probe the nuances of people-coal relations. I wanted to understand how people ‘thought-felt’ (Ingraham, 2023) coal as an object given its ambivalent status. On the one hand, coal is imbued with emotional weight given its historic importance. On the other hand, its allure has dimmed in recent decades due to the social traumas inflicted by industrial demise and because of public recognition that coal has played a significant role in causing climate change. I used interview and ethnographic methods, allowing myself to be oriented by these questions as animating issues. Many of those I chose for interview were actively involved in local debate about the mine. I used a purposive sample so that interviewees were broadly demographically representative of the area by gender and age (see appendix 1). Thirty-nine long conversations were held in total, the majority over the course of five weeks in October and November 2022. I now turn to sharing my research findings.
4. Re-attaching to coal 
Coal as afterlife
Even though four decades have passed since Whitehaven’s mines closed, coal continues to shape the town’s milieu in two ways. 
First, it persists in the materiality of the town. The harbour, once a hub of bustling industrial activity, has been regenerated into a site for leisure purposes, mainly as a place to moor sailing boats. But vestiges of mining are still visible. This includes a large ventilation shaft and memorials to pit workers which recount evocative stories about the area’s coal past. Texts accompanying statues of pit workers speak of “the end of an era” and describe past times as a period when “there w[ere]…mines, steelworks, nobody had any problems with jobs, they just hadn’t” (Figure 1). Dotted elsewhere are numerous other mining relics, the largest of which is Hague Pit, an impressive building with an enormous mining wheel attached to it (Figure 2).
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Second, coal continues to shape Whitehaven’s milieu in the way it informs contemporary ideas of community identity. This is most pronounced among older generations who have a personal memory of mining. In their accounts, coal interweaves with kinship relations, evoking memories of intimate relations bound up with industrial activity.
“My dad, he worked in [one of the biggest local pits]. He were down the mine for 30, 39 years, something like that…Obviously coal mining is a big thing around here. We’ve got history in coal.” (male, 60s, ex-nuclear union official)
The meaning of prior coal activity for younger people who do not have a personal memory of mining is less clear. The young people I spoke to see coal as an important part of the area’s heritage, but not closely tied to their personal identity.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Readers will note that I use the concept of ‘afterlife’ to explain how coal pasts inform the present over other concepts used in energy geography to examine comparable ex-industrial contexts, like the use of ‘nostalgia’ in Erik Kojola’s (2023) study of the Iron Range in the US. This is for two reasons. First, whilst nostalgia is necessarily bound to acts of performative remembering, i.e., how people conjure up the past, afterlife draws attention to the residues of coal pasts and their effect in unearthing certain feelings in people in the present. This includes the materiality of old coal mines, like the abandoned mining vestiges which generate feelings in those passing by them, their ‘ghostly’ qualities (Bright, 2012) rendering the past more affectively indeterminate than the term nostalgia would allow for. Second, whilst nostalgia explicitly foregrounds romanticised notions of the past which minimise negative aspects, afterlife does not wed itself to a positive relation with the past – afterlife can connote nostalgic and negative feelings. Afterlife thus mirrors the way I use the concept of ‘attachment’, which underscores the simultaneously sustaining and disorienting nature of promissory objects.] 

Detaching from coal
Mining activity thus exists as material and relational afterlife in Whitehaven. But an afterlife is more akin to residue than an object of future-oriented promise. Indeed, following the end of mining in the 1980s, communities in Whitehaven came to see themselves as predominantly defined through a nuclear identity, rather than their coal heritage (cf. parallels with Kalshoven 2022b).
“[The] nuclear industry has probably taken over from where coal had been previously. So, in the same principle that you grew up as a mining community, you grow up as a nuclear community and work in the same industry.” (female, 40s, public relations professional)
Many came to see the nuclear industry and its economic benefits as a source of optimism. In an area that is inexpensive, a good monthly wage promised to provide ample opportunity for nuclear employees to access material goods. It also offered rewarding careers for those able to access them.
“The wages up in West Cumbria are pretty good in the nuclear sector, but the housing prices have remained really cheap…It's always been a good place to live…you see young 20-year-olds driving around in BMWs and Mercedes.” (male, 60s, Sellafield administration)
In these descriptions, objects of attachment emerge (flashy cars, homeownership, a career) which the promise of working in Sellafield clusters around. What is noticeable is the absence of coal as an aspirational object. It has been relegated to occupying a backdrop which no longer seems to be affectively potent. 
But, as discussed earlier, even when subjects appear to detach, affective ties can linger. ‘Afterlife’ should thus be read as a descriptor indicating a process of distancing such that the affective potency of the object loses much of its strength, rather than as indicating full detachment which would imply closure. Afterlives could be understood, then, as containers which carry within them an object with the potential for reignition, such that that object might once again signal a promise.
Re-attaching to coal
When plans for the mine became public, some of my interviewees began a curious process of reattaching to coal. Most stressed the new employment opportunities that the mine promises to deliver (Kalshoven, 2022a) and emphasised a sense of cultural familiarity with the types of jobs the mine is expected to provide.
Others argued that anxieties about Sellafield underpin support for the mine. A theme that came up frequently was a feeling that the local population relies too much on Sellafield for work.
“I think we’re over reliant on nuclear. We’re far too reliant on it. We’re so over reliant on it that people are getting desperate for a coal mine.” (male, 30s, Sellafield administration)
Worries about dependency related to existential concerns. Last year the plant entered full decommissioning. Although this will take more than a hundred years (Subramanian, 2022), some were concerned that nuclear jobs would be lost in the years to come and that, without other industry to replace nuclear, there would be little left to support local people.
“I do worry that there won’t be anything to fill the gap when Sellafield eventually closes. We don’t want it to be left as a ghost town.” (female, 20s, Sellafield administration)
Some spoke about pride in the area given Whitehaven’s history as a hub of diverse industrial activity. One interviewee painted vivid pictures of a vibrant Whitehaven which was during the industrial revolution a centre of global innovation.
“[Whitehaven] was the Silicon Valley of the day. [We had] cutting edge technology…that was driving the industrial revolution.” (male, 60s, Sellafield administration)
Another interviewee said he was a “big supporter of the mine” because of the area’s rich industrial history when “mining was a big thing”. This chimed with the views of some young people I spoke to. 
“Coal mines and stuff are like the only things to really kick us back up and make us a known spot.” (female, 18-19, youth worker)
“Once we get a coal mine that means more money coming into town which means more shops, which means more people wanna move in and start growing their businesses. At least then there’s hope.” (male, 18-19, youth worker)

Thus, my interviewees described a sense of hope for the possibilities afforded by the mine. However, many simultaneously communicated awareness of the environmental damage that opening a new coal mine would contribute to. Some drew on apocalyptic imagery to describe threats which they saw the mine as hastening, including “water rising because of ice melting” and the different ways climate change is “ruining us faster and faster”. One described his fears of climate change as a spectral future which haunts the present:

“It’s like a ghost. Nobody gives it attention until it destroys stuff that we love…I’ve read that the Maldives could be submerged within the next ten years, if we keep on doing what we’re doing. It’s horrible.” (male, 18-19 youth worker)

For these young people attaching to the coal mine, thus, not only generated hope but also profound unease. They were not alone in communicating climate change concerns. All my informants, including those who were passionately pro-mine, expressed varying degrees of worry about the consequences of climate change for the planet. They understood that fossil fuels were causing climate change, but nonetheless saw the mine as important for its promise of regenerating the area and providing diversity of employment options. Fossil fuel attachments thus threw up simultaneous hope and anxiety, unsettling “the line between sustaining/flourishing and harming/damaging” (Anderson 2022: 3).
5. Fossil fuels as objects of stability in uncertain times
What are we to make of people re-attaching to coal in Whitehaven? As discussed, energy geographers have shown that communities with intimate experiences of extractive industries can feel a sense of cultural-emotional connection with fossil fuels (e.g., Della Bosca and Gillespie, 2018; Rohse et al., 2020). Coal and the material-cultural worlds that it has constituted are central to many communities’ senses of place in the world (Boyer 2023). But what is unique about the case of the Whitehaven mine is the way it shows how attachments to coal which had previously been loosened can be brought back to life many decades later. It is worth dwelling on the significance of the nature of this unforeseen process. 
To help me do this, I turn to cultural theorist Lauren Berlant. Perhaps more perspicaciously than any other theorist, Berlant (2011) explores the affective consequences of the wearing down of people’s agency under neoliberal conditions. They[footnoteRef:3] write about how the promise of the ‘good life’ in Euro-American political programmes in the post-war years has been undermined in recent decades. Berlant suggests that a strange thing has occurred. Even whilst the conditions required to enact the promises of liberal democratic meritocracy have diminished, attachments to meritocratic narratives have persisted. For Berlant, this is a form of ‘cruel optimism’, the act of desiring something that is “actually an obstacle to your flourishing” (2011: 1) – for, in continuing to desire meritocratic fantasies, individuals make themselves responsible for a failure to enact them, rather than construing alternative narratives which challenge the premise of liberal narratives (Berlant, 2019). In addition, Berlant points to the way conditions of precarity and trauma provide the very fuel for the persistence of these damaging attachments (Berlant, 2011). [3:  In their writing, Berlant used the pronoun ‘they’.] 

This suggests that at times of uncertainty subjects will reach out to historic or contemporary promissory objects to help counteract the disorienting effects of insecurity, even whilst those attachments may generate a deepening sense of dislocation. Berlant’s observation could portend a troubling warning for the future of climate politics. Given that climate instability is likely to lead to deeper and more profound traumas, it is possible that coal and other fossil fuels – the very things which cause climate change – could increasingly become the very objects which some reach out to as a means of gaining orientation in a disorienting world. Given this, perhaps it would not be surprising if we see the resurrection of attachments which rebind people to high-carbon forms of living in the years to come – renewed support for extractive industries, heightened attachment to high-carbon transport, etc, even whilst progress is made in forging attachments to objects which enable more sustainable ways of living (e.g., reduced energy consumption patterns, an increase in renewable forms of energy, etc).
Researchers have pointed to contexts where similar processes may already be occurring. Energy scholar Cara Daggett’s (2018) work on ‘petromasculinities’ examines how affective ties to fossil fuels are bound up with constructions of toxic masculinity in reactionary political movements, in the USA and elsewhere. Her work shows how, under conditions of uncertainty about the future, petromasculinities provide a guiding orientation to groups attracted to authoritarian politics. Governance researcher James Patterson (2023) points to similar dynamics. Whilst Patterson’s and Daggett’s research does not necessarily signal a process of reattaching insofar as they heighten already existing attachments, both warn about the way objects which emerge in unexpected circumstances can undermine attempts to turn away from fossil fuels towards alternative energy sources. The challenge then is to assemble a politics of promise which channels people’s need for attachments towards ends which are compatible with stabilising climatic conditions. The focus should in part be about helping people detach from fossil fuels and other objects which lock society into high-carbon trajectories and also to pre-empt (pre)emergent high-carbon attachments. I suggest that this is a pertinent and fertile area for future geographical research, which I expand on below.
6. Future research trajectories
How do we disassemble attachments to high-carbon objects? These questions have received very little explicit attention. In part this is because the concept of attachment has only recently been elaborated in geography (Anderson, 2022) and not yet entered the field of energy geography. Where attachment has been used to describe human-carbon relations, the term surfaces fleetingly without conceptual elaboration (e.g., Daggett, 2018; Furnaro, 2021). 
One approach to explore this question is to build on work by Harriet Bulkeley, Matthew Paterson, and Johannes Stripple (2016) which examines devices, desires, and dissent – “the materialities, subjectivities and resistances through which power and everyday life are organized” (2016: 9) – and their role in enabling net zero social arrangements. Researchers might pay attention to attachments in different spheres of geographical life most relevant to the net zero transition, such as home heating (Lovell, 2016), travel (Bartling, 2016), and consumption practices (Rice, 2016). In so doing, consideration should be given to the reasons why, and the mechanisms by which, certain devices come to be experienced as promissory over others. Further, attending to different sites and scales helps orient attention to the nuanced and different ways in which attachments are formed. Concretely, attachments to specific forms of home heating (say, gas boilers and the specific form of heating they provide) can be expected to take a different shape to attachments to modes of high-carbon travel (say, SUVs), shaped as they are by different political economic environments and affective repertoires of experience. Viewed as such, ‘attachments’ and ‘promissory objects’ as conceptual tools helps widen our theoretical appreciation beyond constructs of ‘place attachment’ (discussed in section 2) which apply more narrowly to specific sites and spatial scales. It also helps underscore the complexity of these attachments, which persist despite their simultaneously deleterious consequences for wounded subjects (Berlant, 2011).
Yet it is important to draw attention to the way that cultivating attachments to net zero practices faces deep challenges. Enacting a net zero transition means bucking a historical trend that has been in place since the start of the industrial revolution. When new energy sources have been discovered in the past, they have been added to the existing energy mix to meet increasing demand, rather than replacing older energy sources (York and Bell, 2019). There is a need, then to find ways of actively removing high-carbon energy sources, not just to continue to scale sustainable forms of energy. This necessarily involves a profound transformation in people-energy relations – a re-configuration of the hegemonic imaginaries which have powered social and economic change for centuries (Garrigou, 2016). In place of the promise of an infinitely expanding pool of energy – which arguably lies at the heart of the project of modernity (Boyer 2023) – it would appear that a radical new promise needs to be sown, recasting energy not as boundless, but as something to be used with moderation. 
A separate challenge concerns the issue this paper has centred on – the risk that high carbon attachments might return or intensify. It is possible to imagine that in future years we might see the rekindling of attachments to high carbon objects, even in contexts where progress has been made in binding people to sustainable ways of living. One might imagine a scenario where there has been global progress in significantly scaling up low-carbon technologies and rapidly scaling-down fossil fuel extraction, such that real cuts in global carbon emissions are being achieved. In this scenario it might only take a few unfortunate events for that consensus to unravel, and for a successful counter-hegemonic project wedded to petromasculinities and fossil fuel expansion to re-emerge. To use the typology employed by theorists Geoffrey Mann and Joel Wainwright, this would represent a resurgence of a ‘Climate Behemoth’, a politics “animated by a chauvinistic capitalist and nationalist politics that denies – until it can only denounce – the threat climate change poses” to national polities (Mann and Wainwright, 2019: 1). 
We can turn to this year's US presidential elections to think of a real-world scenario which illustrates this point – although the analogy is imperfect, given that real global emissions cuts are not yet being achieved. In recent months, Donald Trump – the presumed Republican party nominee – has grown more ethnonationalist and fossil fuel friendly in his politics. If he wins, Trump has promised that he will reverse the limited but significant progress that has been achieved by the Biden Administration through the passing of the Inflation Reduction Act (Milman, 2024). He boasts that he will ‘drill, baby, drill’ for new fossil fuel extraction. Even if he loses, this does not mean the end of this form of politics. It will find articulation in the USA and other countries for years to come. The scenarios I paint above are nightmarish. However, it is precisely their dystopian nature which makes the task of attending to attachments in the net zero transition so important. The stakes could barely be higher.
Appendix
Sample of interviewees
	Factor
	Group
	Percentage of area (Copeland) – to the nearest percentage point
	Target
	Number interviewed

	Age
	18-35
	20%
	5
	7

	
	35-65
	51%
	12
	10

	
	65+
	29%
	7
	7

	Gender
	Male
	50%
	12
	12

	
	Female
	50%
	12
	12

	TOTAL
	24
	24



· Census data was used for gender and age (ONS, 2021).
· Roughly half of those interviewed were existing or ex-Sellafield employees, mirroring local employment figures(Oxford Economics, 2017).
· Population data available for Whitehaven is not detailed and robust. Therefore, data for the borough of Copeland was used as a proxy.
· The area is 98% white, so there was no recruitment target for BAME diversity (ONS, 2021).
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